
C O N T E N T S

Overview ............................................................................................................................ 1

Global Terrorism ........................................................................................................... 1

Towards a New Peace in Africa? ................................................................................. 4 

Global Trends in Human Insecurity: An Update ....................................................... 6 

Chapter 1 Dying to Lose: Explaining the Decline in Global Terrorism  ........................  8

A Misleading Picture? ................................................................................................ 10

Iraq in 2007, a Dramatic Change .............................................................................. 14

The Failure of al-Qaeda In Iraq—a Global Defeat for Islamist Terrorism .............. 15

Islamist Terrorism: What the Statistics Tell Us .......................................................... 19

Chapter 2 Towards a New Peace in Africa? .................................................................. 22

The Decline in Armed Conflicts ................................................................................ 22

Non-State Conflicts: A Long-Ignored Category of Political Violence .................... 23

Organized Violence against Civilians ....................................................................... 24

What about Indirect Deaths? .................................................................................... 25

Stops and Starts: Explaining Sub-Saharan Africa’s Conflict Trends ....................... 25

Chapter 3 Trends in Armed Conflict and Coups d’État ................................................ 32

State-Based Armed Conflict ...................................................................................... 32

State-Based Conflict Onsets and Terminations ....................................................... 34

Non-State Armed Conflict ........................................................................................ 36

Coups d’État ............................................................................................................... 37

Chapter 4 Targeting Civilians  ....................................................................................... 41

One-Sided Violence ................................................................................................... 41

Human Rights Abuse ................................................................................................. 44

Endnotes  ....................................................................................................................... 48

L i s t  o f  b o x e s

Tracking Terrorism: A Complex and Contested Exercise  .............................................................  12

Why Most Terrorist Organizations Fail  .........................................................................................  16

Violent Strategies Losing Favour in the Middle East and North Africa  .....................................  21

The Rise and Decline of Coups d’État in Sub-Saharan Africa  ....................................................  28

What is Human Security?  .............................................................................................................. 57

HSRP_Brief_2008_p16.indd   3 6/26/08   12:00:22 PM



L i s t  o f  F i g u r e s

Chapter 1

Figure 1.1 Global Fatalities from Terrorism, 1998-2006 ...........................................................  10

Figure 1.2 Global Fatalities from Terrorism, Excluding Iraq, 1998-2006 .................................  14

Figure 1.3 Global Fatalities from Terrorism vs. Fatalities from Terrorism in Iraq,  

 January 2005–September 2007 .................................................................................  14

Figure 1.4 Pakistan: Terrorist Attacks and Public Opinion, 2004-2006 ...................................  19

Figure 1.5 Fatalities from Jihadi Terrorism per Year, before and after the Invasion of Iraq ....  19

Figure 1.6 Global Fatalities from Islamist Terrorism vs. Fatalities from Islamist Terrorism  

 in Iraq, January 2005–September 2007 ....................................................................  20

Chapter 2

Figure 2.1 State-Based Armed Conflicts in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1946-2006 ..........................  22

Figure 2.2 Reported Battle-Deaths from State-Based Armed Conflicts  

 in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1946-2006 ...........................................................................  23

Figure 2.3 State-Based and Non-State Armed Conflicts  

 in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2002-2006 ...........................................................................  24

Figure 2.4 Reported Battle-Deaths from State-Based and Non-State Armed Conflicts  

 in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2002-2006 ...........................................................................  24

Figure 2.5 Campaigns of One-Sided Violence in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2002-2006 ................. 25

Figure 2.6 Reported Deaths from One-Sided Violence in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2002-2006 ... 25

Figure 2.7 State-Based Conflict Onsets and Terminations per Year  

 in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1950-2005 ............................................................................ 26

Figure 2.8 Regime Type in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1946-2006 ...................................................... 26

Figure 2.9 State-Based Armed Conflict Terminations in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1950-2005 ...... 27

Figure 2.10 Coups d’Etat and Attempted Coups d’Etat per Year 

 in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1946-2006 ............................................................................ 28

HSRP_Brief_2008_p16.indd   4 6/26/08   12:00:22 PM



Chapter 3

Figure 3.1 State-Based Armed Conflicts by Type, 1946-2006 ................................................... 33

Figure 3.2 Reported Battle-Deaths from State-Based Armed Conflicts  

 by Type, 1946-2006 .................................................................................................... 33

Figure 3.3 State-Based Armed Conflict Onsets and Terminations per Year, 1950-2005 .......... 34

Figure 3.4 State-Based Armed Conflict Terminations, 1950-2005 ............................................ 35

Figure 3.5 Non-State Armed Conflicts, 2002-2006 ................................................................... 36

Figure 3.6 Reported Battle-Deaths from Non-State Armed Conflicts, 2002-2006 ................. 37

Figure 3.7 Coups d’État and Attempted Coups d’État, 1946-2006 .......................................... 38

Figure 3.8 Coups d’État and Attempted Coups d’État per Year, 1946-2006 ............................ 39

Figure 3.9 Coups d’État and Attempted Coups d’État by Region, 1946-2006 ......................... 39

Chapter 4

Figure 4.1 Campaigns of One-Sided Violence, 1989-2006 ....................................................... 42

Figure 4.2 Campaigns of One-Sided Violence per Region, 2002-2006 .................................... 43

Figure 4.3 Regions with the Worst Human Rights Records, 1980-2006 .................................. 45

Figure 4.4 Regions with the Best Human Rights Records, 1980-2006 ..................................... 45

Figure 4.5 Political Terror Scale Scores for OECD vs. LICUS Countries, 1980-2006 ............... 46

Figure 4.6 Global Trends in Human Rights Abuse, 1980-2006 ................................................. 46

Figure 4.7 The World’s Worst Human Rights Abusers, 2006 .................................................... 47

HSRP_Brief_2008_p16.indd   5 6/26/08   12:00:23 PM




